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viii

THE BIBLE IS GOD’S STORY. It is 
also the story of all humanity, of their 
actions—both good and evil. The Bible is 
an important book because it shows us 
who God is and who he created us to be. 
Through the Bible, we learn the true story 
of what God has done for his followers and 
what his plans are for the world now and 
in the future.

The Epic Bible is a graphic adaptation of 
the Bible that attempts to tell the story of 
the real and true Word of God in serialized 
art form. Bible references appear at the 

bottom of each page where there is a 
direct relation to a Bible verse or story, 
and the narration and dialogue closely 
follow the text of the Holy Bible, New 
Living Translation. We strongly encourage 
all our graphic-novel readers to read the 
complete Bible story for themselves. God 
has much to teach us!

This adaptation seeks to introduce 
readers to the major themes and threads 
of the Bible. The story begins when God 
creates all things by speaking them into 
existence, and it follows Adam and Eve’s 
descendants as they struggle with how to 
repair their broken relationship with their 
Creator. After this, God calls Abraham 
and his family to be the people through 
whom God will save the whole world. In 
the story of Moses, God’s people travel all 
the way to the land that he promised to 
give to their ancestors, where God reveals 
his law to his people to show them how to 
live in covenant with him.

God brings his people into the Promised 
Land and establishes Israel as a great 
nation. But, as forewarned by Moses and 
the prophets, disaster awaits when the 
people turn away from and sin against 
the living God. The people’s disobedience 
and unfaithful rulers lead them into exile 
in Babylon. Eventually, they return home 
and rebuild their temple and cities. After 
all this comes a time of four hundred silent 
years before the Messiah is revealed to 
the people of Israel and to the world.

Finally, God comes to earth in human form 
to save us all, as seen in Jesus’ birth, life, 
death, and resurrection. The risen Jesus 
tells his disciples to make more disciples, 
and as the Holy Spirit empowers the 
followers of Christ to spread his message 
across the globe, the church is born. Christ 
selects the apostle Paul to share the Good 
News with Gentiles (non-Jews). Letters 
from Paul and other church leaders teach 
us how Jesus wants his followers to live. 
Revelation, the final book of the Bible, 
reveals that the darkness and turmoil of 
this sinful world will be interrupted and 
defeated by the glorious return of Jesus 
Christ as he sets up his Kingdom that will 
never end.

We are excited about sharing this story 
with you in a new way! Our prayer is that 
God will speak to you powerfully and show 
you his love and faithfulness in this book.
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BUT THE 
WORD OF OUR 
GOD ENDURES 

FOREVER.”

“THE 
GRASS 

WITHERS AND 
THE FLOWERS 

FADE—



x

BUT THE BOOK ITSELF HAS LASTED 
LONGER THAN SOME OF THE LANGUAGES 

IT WAS ORIGINALLY WRITTEN IN!

PORTIONS OF THE BIBLE 
HAVE BEEN TRANSLATED INTO 
ALMOST 3,312 LANGUAGES.

THE ENTIRE BIBLE HAS BEEN 
TRANSLATED INTO ABOUT 

670 DIFFERENT LANGUAGES.

IT IS THE MOST WIDELY 
TRANSLATED BOOK OF ALL TIME.

“THE 
BOOK OF 
BOOKS.”

“THE HOLY 
BOOK.”

IT’S CALLED 
“THE GOOD 

BOOK.”

“THE 
BOOK OF 

GOD.”

AND YET 
THESE NAMES, STILL 

USED TODAY, SUGGEST THE 
BIBLE IS SOMETHING MORE 

THAN JUST AN ANCIENT 
BOOK.

IT’S ONE OF 
THE OLDEST 

BOOKS IN THE 
WORLD.

NO OTHER 
BOOK EVEN 
BREAKS THE 
1 BILLION 

MARK.

IT’S 
ESTIMATED THAT 

6 BILLION COPIES 
OF THE BIBLE HAVE 

BEEN SOLD OVER THE 
LAST 200 YEARS.

IT’S THE 
BESTSELLING 
BOOK OF ALL 

TIME.
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IT HAS 
INSPIRED SOME 
OF THE WORLD’S 
GREATEST WORKS 

OF ART—

—MUSIC—

HALLELUJAH! 
HALLELUJAH!

—AND 
LITERATURE.

AND IT 
STILL INSPIRES 

ARTISTS AND 
WRITERS TODAY IN 
OUR NEWER ART 

FORMS!
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AND A 
NUMBER OF 

ADVANCEMENTS 
WERE DEVELOPED 
SPECIFICALLY FOR 

THE BIBLE.

EVERY MAJOR ADVANCEMENT 
IN THE TRANSMISSION OF 
INFORMATION HAS BEEN 
QUICKLY ADOPTED BY 

PEOPLE INVOLVED WITH 
THE BIBLE.

THE HISTORY OF THE 
BIBLE IS, IN MANY WAYS, 
THE HISTORY OF WESTERN 
LITERATURE AND LITERACY.

NONE OF 
THE SCROLLS, 

PARCHMENTS, OR CLAY 
TABLETS CONTAINING 

THOSE ORIGINAL 
WRITINGS ARE STILL 

AROUND.

THE 
EARLIEST PORTION 
OF THE BIBLE WAS 

MOST LIKELY WRITTEN 
AROUND 1500 BC.
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IT TOOK OVER 1,500 
YEARS TO WRITE THE 

BIBLE.

THE LAST PARTS OF THE BIBLE 
WERE WRITTEN AROUND AD 100, 
ABOUT 100 YEARS AFTER THE 

BIRTH OF CHRIST.

THESE 
ARE COPIES 

OF COPIES OF 
THE ORIGINAL 

WRITINGS.

THE OLDEST 
OLD TESTAMENT 
WRITINGS WE 

HAVE ARE FROM 
ABOUT 586 BC.

SOME 
WERE KINGS. 
SOME WERE 

PRIESTS. SOME WERE 
FISHERMEN OR 

FARMERS.

THEY LIVED IN 
DIFFERENT HISTORICAL 
PERIODS AND SPOKE 

DIFFERENT LANGUAGES, 
AND THEY HAD DIFFERENT 

POSITIONS IN THEIR 
SOCIETIES.

NOT 
SURPRISINGLY, 

IT WAS WRITTEN 
BY A NUMBER OF 

DIFFERENT 
PEOPLE.

WHAT IS 
SURPRISING IS 

THAT A COLLECTION 
OF WRITINGS COMING 
FROM SUCH DIVERSITY 

COULD HAVE SUCH 
UNITY.
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THIS IS 
A QUESTION THAT 

ADDRESSES THE HISTORICITY 
OF THE BIBLE, BUT IT CANNOT 

BE DETERMINED THROUGH 
ARCHAEOLOGY.

—WHY 
WOULD HE 

RISK LOSING 
CREDIBILITY BY 

EXAGGERATING OR 
LYING ABOUT THE 
BIOGRAPHICAL 
DETAILS IN HIS 

BOOKS?

AND SOME FALL 
IN BETWEEN. IT’S 

A GOOD BOOK, WITH 
SOME GOOD STORIES 
AND GOOD ADVICE.

MYTHS THAT 
ONLY FOOLS 

WOULD BOTHER TO 
BELIEVE IN.

OTHERS 
BELIEVE THIS 
BOOK IS FULL 

OF FAIRY TALES 
AND OLD WIVES’ 

TALES:

THEY BELIEVE ITS 
PAGES REVEAL THE NATURE 
OF GOD, THE NATURE OF 

MAN, AND THE NATURE OF THE 
RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN 

GOD AND MAN.

MILLIONS 
OF PEOPLE 

WORLDWIDE PUT 
THEIR FAITH IN 

THIS BOOK.

MORE THAN 
A CURIOSITY BUT 
LESS THAN HOLY 
SCRIPTURES.

FOR EXAMPLE, 
IF LUKE WAS SO 
CAREFUL TO MAKE 
THE HISTORICAL 

AND GEOGRAPHICAL 
DETAILS OF 
HIS BOOKS 
ACCURATE—

IN DETERMINING 
THE BIBLE’S HISTORICAL 
TRUTH, THERE ARE MANY 

QUESTIONS TO BE 
CONSIDERED.

 
FALLS TO THE 
INDIVIDUAL TO 

DECIDE.

WHETHER IT IS 
ALL THE INSPIRED 

WORK OF GOD OR PARTS 
OF IT ARE HISTORICAL 

OR NONE OF IT IS 
TRUE—

THE QUESTION 
OF THE BIBLE’S 

SPIRITUAL TRUTH—
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SADLY, 
CONSIDERING 

WHAT IS AT STAKE, 
BOTH THOSE WHO 

BELIEVE IN THIS BOOK 
AND THOSE WHO DO 

NOT OFTEN MAKE THEIR 
DECISION WITHOUT 

BOTHERING TO LEARN 
THE FACTS.

THIS 
ONLY TOUCHES 
THE TIP OF THE 

ICEBERG.

AND THERE 
ARE A LOT OF 

FACTS, MANY MORE 
THAN CAN BE 

INCLUDED HERE.

ITS WORDS 
POINT YOU TO 
SOMETHING—

SOMEONE—BEYOND 
ITS WORDS.

THE BIBLE’S OWN 
PROOF.

BUT THERE IS 
A PROOF NOT YET 

ADDRESSED.

THE MESSIAH, 
JESUS CHRIST.

IT GETS A 
PERSON CONNECTED 

TO THE OBJECT OF ITS 
WITNESS:

BELIEVING 
IN THE 

SUPERNATURAL 
POWER OF THE 
WORDS OF THIS 
BOOK RESULTS IN 

AN ENCOUNTER 
WITH GOD.
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WHAT ARE YOU 
GOING TO DO 

WITH IT?

AND MORE 
IMPORTANTLY, 

SINCE YOU HAVE 
THE BIBLE—

WHAT ARE YOU 
GOING TO DO 

WITH IT?

SO, NOW THAT 
YOU HAVE THIS 

INFORMATION, THE 
QUESTION IS—



1GENESIS 1:1

IN THE VERY BEGINNING— 
EVEN BEFORE TIME WAS 

CREATED—THERE WAS GOD.

GOD EXISTS IN THREE 
PERSONS: COEQUAL 
AND COETERNAL BUT 

ONE IN BEING.

GOD WAS NOT LONELY—HE 
COMMUNED WITH HIMSELF 

IN HARMONIOUS LOVE.

THEN GOD CREATED THE 
HEAVENS AND THE EARTH.



2

THEN GOD SAID, “LET THERE BE 
LIGHT,” AND THERE WAS LIGHT.

AND GOD SAW THAT THE LIGHT 
WAS GOOD. THEN HE SEPARATED 
THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS.

GOD CALLED THE LIGHT “DAY” 
AND THE DARKNESS “NIGHT.” AND 
EVENING PASSED AND MORNING 
CAME, MARKING THE FIRST DAY.

THEN GOD SAID, “LET THERE BE 
A SPACE BETWEEN THE WATERS, 
TO SEPARATE THE WATERS.” AND 

THAT IS WHAT HAPPENED.

GOD MADE THIS SPACE TO SEPARATE 
THE WATERS OF THE EARTH FROM 

THE WATERS OF THE HEAVENS. GOD 
CALLED THE SPACE “SKY.”



3GENESIS 1:3-8

AND EVENING PASSED AND 
MORNING CAME, MARKING 

THE SECOND DAY.
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THEN GOD SAID, “LET THE 
WATERS BENEATH THE SKY FLOW 
TOGETHER INTO ONE PLACE, SO 

DRY GROUND MAY APPEAR.”

THEN GOD SAID, “LET THE LAND 
SPROUT WITH VEGETATION—EVERY 

SORT OF SEED-BEARING PLANT, AND 
TREES THAT GROW SEED-BEARING 

FRUIT.” AND THAT IS WHAT HAPPENED.

AND GOD SAW THAT 
IT WAS GOOD.

AND THAT IS WHAT HAPPENED. 
GOD CALLED THE DRY GROUND 

“LAND” AND THE WATERS “SEAS.”



5GENESIS 1:9-13

AND EVENING PASSED 
AND MORNING CAME, 

MARKING THE THIRD DAY.

AND GOD SAW THAT 
IT WAS GOOD.

THE LAND PRODUCED VEGETATION—ALL 
SORTS OF SEED-BEARING PLANTS, AND 

TREES WITH SEED-BEARING FRUIT. 
THEIR SEEDS PRODUCED PLANTS AND 

TREES OF THE SAME KIND.



6

AND THAT IS WHAT HAPPENED. GOD MADE TWO 
GREAT LIGHTS—THE LARGER ONE TO GOVERN 
THE DAY, AND THE SMALLER ONE TO GOVERN 

THE NIGHT. HE ALSO MADE THE STARS.

GOD SAID, “LET LIGHTS APPEAR 
IN THE SKY TO SEPARATE THE DAY 

FROM THE NIGHT. LET THEM BE SIGNS 
TO MARK THE SEASONS, DAYS, AND 
YEARS. LET THESE LIGHTS IN THE 
SKY SHINE DOWN ON THE EARTH.”

ON DAY FOUR OF CREATION GOD 
CREATED THE SUN, THE MOON, 

AND THE STARS—A VAST UNIVERSE.



7GENESIS 1:14-19

AND EVENING PASSED AND MORNING 
CAME, MARKING THE FOURTH DAY.

AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD.

GOD SET THESE LIGHTS IN THE SKY 
TO LIGHT THE EARTH, TO GOVERN THE 

DAY AND NIGHT, AND TO SEPARATE 
THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS.
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ON DAY FIVE OF CREATION 
GOD FILLED THE SEAS AND THE 
SKY WITH LIVING CREATURES.

GOD SAID, “LET THE WATERS 
SWARM WITH FISH AND OTHER 

LIFE. LET THE SKIES BE FILLED 
WITH BIRDS OF EVERY KIND.”

SO GOD CREATED GREAT SEA 
CREATURES AND EVERY LIVING 

THING THAT SCURRIES AND 
SWARMS IN THE WATER, AND EVERY 
SORT OF BIRD—EACH PRODUCING 
OFFSPRING OF THE SAME KIND.



9GENESIS 1:20-23

AND GOD SAW THAT 
IT WAS GOOD.

THEN GOD BLESSED THEM, 
SAYING, “BE FRUITFUL AND 

MULTIPLY. LET THE FISH FILL 
THE SEAS, AND LET THE BIRDS 

MULTIPLY ON THE EARTH.”

AND EVENING PASSED 
AND MORNING CAME, 

MARKING THE FIFTH DAY.
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GOD SAID, “LET THE EARTH PRODUCE 
EVERY SORT OF ANIMAL, EACH PRODUCING 

OFFSPRING OF THE SAME KIND—
LIVESTOCK, SMALL ANIMALS THAT SCURRY 
ALONG THE GROUND, AND WILD ANIMALS.”

ON DAY SIX OF 
CREATION GOD CREATED 

THE LAND ANIMALS.



11GENESIS 1:24-25

AND GOD SAW THAT 
IT WAS GOOD.

GOD MADE ALL SORTS OF WILD 
ANIMALS, LIVESTOCK, AND SMALL 
ANIMALS, EACH ABLE TO PRODUCE 
OFFSPRING OF THE SAME KIND.

AND THAT IS WHAT HAPPENED.



12 GENESIS 1:26, 31; 2:7

THEN GOD 
LOOKED OVER ALL 
HE HAD MADE, AND 
HE SAW THAT IT 

WAS VERY GOOD!

THEN THE LORD GOD FORMED THE MAN FROM 
THE DUST OF THE GROUND. HE BREATHED THE 
BREATH OF LIFE INTO THE MAN’S NOSTRILS, 

AND THE MAN BECAME A LIVING PERSON.

THEN GOD SAID, “LET US 
MAKE HUMAN BEINGS IN OUR 

IMAGE, TO BE LIKE US.”



13GENESIS 2:8-15

THE LORD GOD PLACED 
THE MAN IN THE GARDEN 
OF EDEN TO TEND AND 

WATCH OVER IT.

A RIVER FLOWED FROM 
THE LAND OF EDEN, 

WATERING THE GARDEN 
AND THEN DIVIDING 

INTO FOUR BRANCHES.

GOD MADE ALL SORTS OF TREES—
TREES THAT WERE BEAUTIFUL AND 
THAT PRODUCED DELICIOUS FRUIT.

THERE HE PLACED THE 
MAN HE HAD MADE.

THEN THE LORD GOD 
PLANTED A GARDEN  

IN EDEN IN THE EAST.
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THE LORD TOLD THE MAN HE 
COULD EAT FROM ANY TREE 

IN THE GARDEN, EXCEPT ONE.

IN THE MIDDLE OF THE GARDEN 
GOD PLACED THE TREE OF 
LIFE AND THE TREE OF THE 

KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL.



15GENESIS 2:9, 16-17

YOU MUST NOT EAT 
FROM THE TREE OF THE 

KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND 
EVIL. IF YOU EAT ITS FRUIT, 

YOU ARE SURE TO DIE.
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HE BROUGHT THEM TO 
THE MAN TO SEE WHAT 
HE WOULD CALL THEM.

THE LORD GOD FORMED 
FROM THE GROUND ALL THE 

WILD ANIMALS AND ALL 
THE BIRDS OF THE SKY.



17GENESIS 2:18-22

THEN THE LORD GOD 
MADE A WOMAN 

FROM THE RIB . . .

GOD CAUSED ADAM TO 
FALL INTO A DEEP SLEEP. 
WHILE ADAM SLEPT, THE 
LORD GOD TOOK OUT 
ONE OF HIS RIBS.

GOD THEN REVEALED 
THE NEXT GREAT STEP 
IN HIS CREATION PLAN.

BUT AMONG ALL THE ANIMALS, 
GOD SAW THAT THERE WAS NO 
HELPER JUST RIGHT FOR ADAM.

GOD KNEW THAT IT 
WAS NOT GOOD FOR 
ADAM TO BE ALONE.

EVERY DAY THE 
MAN, ADAM, HAD THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO TALK 
DIRECTLY WITH GOD 
AND ENJOY CLOSE 

FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM.



18 GENESIS 2:22-25; 3:20

THE MAN AND HIS WIFE WERE BOTH 
NAKED, BUT THEY FELT NO SHAME.

BY BRINGING HER TO THE 
MAN, GOD PERFORMED THE 

VERY FIRST WEDDING.

LATER, ADAM 
CALLED HIS 
WIFE EVE.

ADAM EXCLAIMED, 
“BONE FROM MY 
BONE, AND FLESH 
FROM MY FLESH!”

. . . AND HE BROUGHT 
HER TO ADAM.
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ONE DAY HE 
ASKED THE WOMAN 

A QUESTION.

THE SERPENT WAS THE 
SHREWDEST OF ALL 

THE WILD ANIMALS THE 
LORD GOD HAD MADE.

DID GOD 
REALLY SAY YOU 

MUST NOT EAT THE 
FRUIT FROM ANY OF 
THE TREES IN THE 

GARDEN?

IT’S ONLY THE FRUIT 
FROM THE TREE IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE GARDEN 

THAT WE ARE NOT ALLOWED 
TO EAT. GOD SAID, ‘‘YOU MUST 
NOT EAT IT OR EVEN TOUCH 
IT; IF YOU DO, YOU WILL 

DIE.”

OF COURSE WE 
MAY EAT FRUIT 

FROM THE TREES 
IN THE GARDEN.
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THE SERPENT OFFERED A LIE AND 
TRIED TO GET EVE TO QUESTION 

GOD’S GOODNESS AND CHARACTER.

GOD KNOWS THAT 
YOUR EYES WILL BE OPENED AS 

SOON AS YOU EAT IT, AND YOU WILL 
BE LIKE GOD, KNOWING BOTH GOOD 

AND EVIL.

YOU 
WON’T 
DIE!

THE TREE IS 
BEAUTIFUL, AND 

ITS FRUIT LOOKS 
DELICIOUS.

PLUS, 
I CAN GAIN 
WISDOM.

SEE, I DIDN’T DIE. EAT 
SOME ALSO, SO YOU CAN BE 

WISE AS WELL.



21GENESIS 3:4-8

WHEN THE COOL EVENING 
BREEZES WERE BLOWING, THEY 
HEARD THE LORD GOD WALKING 
ABOUT IN THE GARDEN. SO THEY 

HID FROM THE LORD GOD.

ADAM AND EVE SEWED FIG LEAVES 
TOGETHER TO COVER THEMSELVES.

AT THAT MOMENT THEIR 
EYES WERE OPENED, AND 

THEY SUDDENLY FELT SHAME 
AT THEIR NAKEDNESS.

WHAT 
HAVE I 
DONE?!

OH 
NO!

I’VE NEVER 
FELT THIS WAY 

BEFORE! I FEEL 
NAKED AND 
ASHAMED.



22 GENESIS 3:9-15

WHERE 
ARE YOU?

WHAT 
HAVE YOU 

DONE?

BECAUSE YOU 
HAVE DONE THIS, YOU 

ARE CURSED MORE THAN 
ALL ANIMALS. YOU WILL 
CRAWL ON YOUR BELLY, 

GROVELING IN THE DUST 
AS LONG AS YOU LIVE.

HE WILL 
STRIKE YOUR 

HEAD, AND YOU 
WILL STRIKE HIS 

HEEL.

AND I WILL CAUSE 
HOSTILITY BETWEEN 

YOU AND THE WOMAN AND 
BETWEEN YOUR OFFSPRING 

AND HERS.

GOD PROMISED A FUTURE BATTLE IN WHICH A 
DESCENDANT OF THE WOMAN WOULD DEFEAT 
SATAN—AND DELIVER ALL CREATION FROM THE 

CURSE OF SIN AND DEATH.

I HEARD 
YOU WALKING IN 
THE GARDEN, SO I 
HID. I WAS AFRAID 

BECAUSE I WAS 
NAKED.

THE WOMAN 
YOU gave ME 
GAVE ME the 
FRUIT, AND I 

ATE IT.

WHO TOLD 
YOU THAT 
YOU WERE 

NAKED? 

HAVE YOU 
EATEN FROM THE 

TREE WHOSE FRUIT I 
COMMANDED YOU 

NOT TO EAT?

THE SERPENT 
DECeIVED ME. that’s 

why I ate It.
HE 

LIED TO 
ME!



23GENESIS 3:16-22

BY THE SWEAT OF 
YOUR BROW WILL 

YOU HAVE FOOD TO EAT 
UNTIL YOU RETURN TO THE 

GROUND FROM WHICH 
YOU WERE MADE.

FOR YOU CAME 
FROM DUST, AND 
TO DUST YOU WILL 

RETURN.

SINCE YOU LISTENED 
TO YOUR WIFE AND ATE 

FROM THE TREE WHOSE FRUIT 
I COMMANDED YOU NOT TO EAT,  

THE GROUND IS CURSED BECAUSE 
OF YOU. ALL YOUR LIFE YOU WILL 
STRUGGLE TO SCRATCH A LIVING 

FROM IT. IT WILL GROW 
THORNS AND THISTLES 

FOR YOU.

I WILL SHARPEN 
THE PAIN OF YOUR 

PREGNANCY, AND IN 
PAIN YOU WILL GIVE 

BIRTH.

YOU WILL DESIRE 
TO CONTROL YOUR 

HUSBAND, BUT HE WILL 
RULE OVER YOU.

THEN GOD EXPLAINED WHY HE MUST EXPEL 
ADAM AND EVE FROM THE GARDEN OF EDEN.

THIS WAS A GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATION THAT ONLY GOD 
CAN PROVIDE A SUITABLE COVERING FOR SIN AND 
THAT GOD IS MERCIFUL TO PROVIDE FOR HUMAN 

NEEDS, EVEN IN THE MIDST OF DISCIPLINE.

IN THE FIRST BLOODSHED RECORDED 
IN HUMAN HISTORY, GOD TOOK THE 
SKINS OF ANIMALS TO USE AS A 

COVERING FOR THE FALLEN HUMANS.

THE CURSE OF SIN WAS 
NOW ACTIVE AND ALIVE 
IN ALL OF CREATION.

THE HUMAN BEINGS 
HAVE BECOME LIKE US, 
KNOWING BOTH GOOD 

AND EVIL.

WHAT IF THEY REACH 
OUT, TAKE FRUIT FROM 

THE TREE OF LIFE, AND EAT 
IT? THEN THEY WILL LIVE 

FOREVER!
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AFTER SENDING THEM OUT, THE LORD 
GOD STATIONED A MIGHTY ANGEL 

WITH A FLAMING SWORD TO GUARD 
THE WAY TO THE TREE OF LIFE.

HE DID NOT WANT THEM 
TO LIVE FOREVER IN 
THEIR SINFUL STATE.

SO THE LORD GOD 
BANISHED THEM FROM 
THE GARDEN OF EDEN.



25GENESIS 3:23-24

DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD HAD 
BROUGHT THE FIRST OF MANY 

PAINFUL CONSEQUENCES.



26 GENESIS 6:6-11

THIS IS THE ACCOUNT OF 
NOAH AND HIS FAMILY.

AS PEOPLE BEGAN TO MULTIPLY, GOD SAW 
THAT THE EARTH HAD BECOME CORRUPT 

AND WAS FILLED WITH VIOLENCE.

GOD WAS SORRY HE HAD 
EVER MADE HUMANS.

BUT NOAH FOUND FAVOR 
WITH THE LORD.

NOAH HAD THREE SONS: 
SHEM, HAM, AND JAPHETH.

QUICKLY, 
BROTHERS. LET’S GET 
WHAT WE NEED AND  

GET HOME.
THOSE 

SUPPLIES 
FATHER ASKED 
US TO BUY? I’VE 

NEVER SEEN 
SUCH A LIST!

HE’S JUST 
TRYING TO PREPARE 

FOR ANY EVENTUALITY. 
THE WORK IS ALMOST 

COMPLETE!
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NO, 
MA’AM.

I MEAN, I DO, 
MA’AM, BUT NOT 

ON . . .

I’M 
MARRIED, 
MA’AM.

MOST 
OF THE MEN I 

DEAL WITH ARE.

YOU LOOK LIKE 
YOU’VE GOT A 
FEW COINS TO 

SPEND.

THEY LAUGH 
BECAUSE THEY DO NOT 

UNDERSTAND.

IGNORE 
THEM.

EXCUSE 
ME, FINE 

GENTLEMEN!

I HAVE THE MOST 
MARVELOUS ASSORTMENT 
OF MEN AND WOMEN WHO 
WOULD SUIT ANY OF YOUR 

NEEDS—

THEY ARE FRESH! 
NEWLY CAPTURED WHEN OUR 

CHIEFTAIN—
NOT 

INTERESTED!

WE’RE NOT 
HERE FOR 
SLAVES.

BAH! I WOULD 
THINK YOU’D NEED 
SLAVES, SONS OF 

NOAH!
YES, 

CONSIDERING 
THE FORTRESS 
YOU BUILD FOR 
YOUR FATHER!

PERHAPS NOAH 
DOESN’T FEEL HE NEEDS 

TO BUY SLAVES! HE JUST HAS 
SONS INSTEAD!

SHEM, I’M 
NOT SURE I 

UNDERSTAND!

STAY WITH THE 
LIVESTOCK, JAPHETH, 

WHILE WE BARGAIN WITH  
THE BLACKSMITH.

RIGHT.

Trust me. Just 
leave your horses 
and caTTle here and 

come wIth me.

Very weLL. 
You had your 
chance . . .

No, I 
can’t.  

We nEEd  
these.



28

YOU WANT 
BOTH COWS? 
SERIOUSLY?

WE STILL 
HAVE OTHER 

SUPPLIES WE 
NEED!

IT’S STILL THE BEST 
PRICE IN THE WHOLE 
VILLAGE, NO DOUBT 

ABOUT IT, AND THE BEST 
CRAFTSMANSHIP!

LISTEN, YOUR 
FATHER RAISES THE 

BEST CATTLE AROUND, 
I’LL GRANT YOU THAT.

BUT I’VE GOT 
FOUR WIVES AND 
EIGHT CHILDREN, 
THREE OF THEM 

BORN IN THE LAST 
YEAR—

JAPHETH!!!

WHERE 
IS HE?

JAPHETH!!!

THEY’RE GONE. I 
DON’T SEE THEM 

ANYWHERE. I’D DO 
IT IF WE 
HAD OUR 

WEAPONS, BUT 
OUR SWORDS 

WERE—

THEY CAN’T HAVE 
GOTTEN VERY FAR. 

SHOULD WE GO 
AFTER THEM?

—ON THE 
HORSES. I’M 

SORRY.

JUST BE GLAD YOU’RE 
ALIVE. THEY COULD AS 
EASILY HAVE RUN YOUR 
HEART THROUGH AS CUT 

THE REINS.

WE’RE GOING TO 
HAVE TO GO HOME 
EMPTY HANDED.

LET’S NOT GO 
HOME WITH AN 

EMPTY STOMACH  
AS WELL.

I HAVE A 
FEW COINS IN 

MY PURSE.

JAPHETH, 
ARE YOU 
OKAY?

THE 
HORSES 
AND THE 
CATTLE! WHAT 

HAPPENED?

The 
woman . . . 

she was rIght 
here . . . but I 
dIdn’t go wIth 

her . . .

And then I 
got hIt In 

the head . . . 
from behInd 
. . . and . . .

HEY! 
WHAT— 
UGH!!!
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 —THEY 
WOULD STILL 

CHOOSE THEIR 
SIN. HOW 

MANY TIMES 
HAS FATHER 

TOLD THEM? DID 
THEY LISTEN TO 

FATHER?

IF THE 
PEOPLE KNEW 
ABOUT GOD’S 

ANGER TOWARD 
THEIR SIN —

WHAT 
WOULD FATHER 

DO RIGHT NOW?

OUR 
FOOD IS—

BOTH, 
PLEASE.

THE 
BUILDERS 
OF THE 

WORLD’S 
LARGEST 

BOAT!

LOOK, 
EVERYONE! 
THE SONS  
OF NOAH!

I’M SO 
SORRY . . .

STOP, 
JAPHETH. 
IT’S NOT 

YOUR FAULT.

GOOD THING  
OUR SWORDS  
ARE WITH OUR  
HORSES . . .

NOW, 
HAM!

I JUST 
FIND IT HARD 

TO BELIEVE THEY’D 
MOCK US IF THEY 
KNEW JOINING US 
MEANS . . . WELL, 
THEY WON’T DIE!

HEY!

YOU 
TWO!

under a 
lake!

When they are done 
buIldIng the boat In 
the mIDDle of a dry 

fIeld, for theIr next 
archItectural achIevement, 

they wILL buIld a stable 
capable of holding 500 

head of horses . . .

And the 
world’s 
taLLest 
lOOkout 
tower . . .

 In a 
cave!

—WITH THE 
HORSES. I’M 

SORRY.
FOOD 

AND DRINK, 
OR JUST 
DRINK?

YOU LOOKIN’ 
FOR TROUBLE, 

SONS OF NOAH?

NO. WE JUST 
WANT TO GIVE 
YOU A GIFT.
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THEY BROUGHT SIN INTO THE WORLD 
WITH THEIR CHOICE TO BREAK THE 

ONE LAW GOD HAD GIVEN THEM.

BUT, SINCE THAT DAY, 
EACH OF US HAS CHOSEN 
TO TURN AWAY FROM GOD.

THE GIFT OF 
UNDERSTANDING! 
AND KNOWLEDGE!

A GIFT.

A GIFT?

OH?

GO ON, 
TELL THEM.

JUST 
TELL 
THEM.

HAM, WHAT 
PURPOSE DOES 
THIS SERVE?

FATHER HAS 
ALREADY TOLD 
THEM, AND THEY 

MOCKED HIM. THEY 
WILL MOCK ME AS 

WELL!

MAYBE 
THIS WILL 

BE THE TIME 
THEY FINALLY 

HEAR!

FATHER 
WOULD DO 
THE SAME, 
WOULDN’T 

HE?

GO ON, 
SHEM.

YOU KNOW 
HOW GREAT MAN’S 
WICKEDNESS HAS 

BECOME SINCE THE DAYS 
OF THE FIRST FATHER 

AND MOTHER.

LIsten to 
my story. My 

father’s 
story.

HEEd 
Its words, 
for thIs 
story Is 

your story 
as weLL.



31GENESIS 4:3-8; 6:7-14

SO EACH OF US MUST CHOOSE, DO 
WE FOLLOW GOD AND HIS WAYS?

OR DO WE FOLLOW 
OUR OWN WAY?

CONSIDER THE SONS 
OF ADAM AND EVE AND 
THEIR OWN CHOICE . . .

ABEL, WHO SERVED 
GOD EARNESTLY AND 

WITH HUMILITY—

AND CAIN, WHO 
SERVED HIMSELF 
JEALOUSLY AND 

WITH ARROGANCE.

WE ALL MUST MAKE THIS CHOICE 
AS WELL! AND GOD HAS SEEN YOUR 

CHOICE! YOUR WICKEDNESS!
AS HUMANITY’S HEARTS TURNED AWAY 

FROM HIM, HIS OWN HEART FILLED WITH 
PAIN, AS ANY FATHER’S HEART WOULD.

AND THE LORD SAID, “I WILL WIPE THIS HUMAN 
RACE I HAVE CREATED FROM THE FACE OF THE 

EARTH. I AM SORRY I EVER MADE THEM.”

YOU KNOW MY 
FATHER, NOAH. YOU KNOW HE IS A MAN BEYOND 

REPROACH, WHO RESPECTS 
PEOPLE AND FEARS GOD.

YOU KNOW NOAH TO BE 
RIGHTEOUS. BLAMELESS.

NOT PERFECT, BUT A 
MAN WHO SERVES OUR 
CREATOR DILIGENTLY.

AND SO GOD KNEW 
HIM AS WELL.

SO GOD SPOKE 
TO MY FATHER . . .

AND HOW DO 
YOU KNOW THE 
THOUGHTS OF 

GOD, SON  
OF NOAH? BECAUSE 

I AM, AS YOU 
SAID, NOAH’S 

SON.

BUILD A LARGE BOAT 
FROM CYPRESS WOOD 

AND WATERPROOF IT WITH 
TAR, INSIDE AND OUT. 
MAKE THE BOAT LIKE 

THIS . . .

NOAH, I HAVE 
DECIDED TO DESTROY 

ALL LIVING CREATURES, 
FOR THEY HAVE FILLED 

THE EARTH WITH 
VIOLENCE.

YES, I WILL WIPE 
THEM ALL OUT 

ALONG WITH THE 
EARTH!



32 GENESIS 6:15-22

AND SO NOAH DID 
AS GOD SAID.

DAYS TURNED INTO 
MONTHS . . .

MONTHS INTO 
YEARS . . .

AND WE’LL BE 
INSIDE, WHILE GOD 

DESTROYS THE EARTH  
WITH FLOODWATERS 

OUTSIDE? 

SUCH A LARGE 
BOAT FOR JUST 

US?

—AND HE 
SAID IT IS TO 

HAVE THREE DECKS 
AND A ROOF AND BE 
450 FEET LONG, 75 
FEET WIDE, AND 45 

FEET HIGH!

OH, I 
HAVEN’T TOLD YOU 
YET ABOUT THE 

ANIMALS!

TWO OF 
EVERY KIND, TO TAKE 
REFUGE IN THE ARK 

WITH US!

ANIMALS?

GOD MUST HAVE 
SPOKEN TO YOU, BECAUSE 
WHO ELSE IN THIS WORLD 

WOULD LISTEN?

Noah! ThIs aLL 
sounds so crazy! 
And yet, that Is 
what makes me 
belIeve you!

I know 
you are a 

reasonable man, 
not gIven to 
delusIons.

And 
you are a 
gOOd man, 
not gIven 
to lIes.

THWACK!
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MY BROTHERS AND 
I WERE BORN TO 

THIS LIFE.

WE TOOK PART IN HIS 
VISION AS SOON AS 

WE LEARNED TO WALK.

BUT THIS MUCH WE KNEW: IF 
GOD TOLD OUR FATHER TO BUILD 

THE BOAT AND TO SAVE OUR 
FAMILY, WE WERE GOING TO DO 

EVERYTHING IN OUR STRENGTH TO 
HELP MAKE IT HAPPEN.

WE LEARNED OF FATHER’S 
MISSION AS SOON AS WE 

LEARNED TO TALK.

THERE WAS MUCH WE 
DID NOT UNDERSTAND.

I TOLD YOU, 
MY LOVE, WE’RE 
NOT GOING TO 
HIRE OR BUY 

HELP!

NOAH! 
NOAH! GUESS 

WHAT?

YOU’RE 
FINALLY GOING 

TO GET SOME MORE 
HELP ON THIS 

PROJECT!

THAT’S 
NOT WHAT 
I MEAN!

THEN 
WHAT DO 
YOU . . .

OH . . .

OH!!!
DO YOU 

MEAN . . .

YES, 
NOAH!

YES!!!
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MY BROTHERS AND I 
FOUND WIVES, WOMEN 
WHO APPRECIATED MY 

FATHER AND HIS MISSION.

AND THE WORK 
WE DID, WE DID 

AS A FAMILY.

OUR WIVES 
WORK WITH US 

GLADLY, AND THEY WILL 
GLADLY STEP ONTO 
THE BOAT WHEN THE 

WATERS FALL!

A FAMILY? YES! 
A FAMILY OF 

MISFITS!

YOUR WOMEN ARE 
WOMEN WHO COULDN’T 

FIND A MAN TO SUPPORT 
THEM ANYWHERE ELSE!

SO THE 
ONLY WAY YOU 

COULD FIND WIVES 
IS TO SCARE THEM 
INTO MARRYING 

YOU!

“MARRY ME, OR DIE 
IN A HORRIBLE RAGING 

FLOOD!”

YOU’VE 
WASTED YOUR 

LIVES, SONS OF 
NOAH!

LIKE 
FATHER, LIKE 

SONS!

AND PERHAPS WE HAVE, 
TOO, BUT AT LEAST WE’RE 

WASTING OUR LIVES ON GOOD 
WOMEN, GOOD DRINK, AND 

GOOD TIMES!

DON’T APOLOGIZE, JAPHETH. THEY 
ARE WICKED, FOOLISH MEN. THEY DO 

NOT WANT TO 
UNDERSTAND.

LET’S GO HOME, 
BROTHERS. YOU CAN 
MAKE THINGS UP TO 

US, JAPHETH, BY HAVING 
YOUR WIFE MAKE SOME 

OF THAT STEW SHE 
COOKS SO WELL.

SORRY, BROTHER, 
I SHOULDN’T HAVE 
ENCOURAGED YOU 

TO DO THAT.
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SHEM, 
WHERE ARE THE 

SUPPLIES?

WE WERE 
ROBBED—

IN BROAD 
DAYLIGHT!

WE SHOULD 
HAVE COME 
WITH YOU.

NOW, 
YOU KNOW 

YOU WOULDN’T 
HAVE BEEN 

SAFE IN THAT 
TOWN!

WE’RE LUCKY 
WE WERE ONLY 

ROBBED!

ARE  
YOU HURT  
BADLY?

IT WAS TERRIBLE. 
THOSE PEOPLE 

HAVE HEARD SO MANY 
WARNINGS ABOUT WHAT 
IS GOING TO HAPPEN, 
BUT THEY STILL DON’T 

LISTEN! 

BE GLAD 
YOU DIDN’T GO TO 

THE VILLAGE NORTH OF US. 
THEY WERE SLAUGHTERED BY 

ONE OF THE HILL TRIBES 
YESTERDAY!

I FEARED YOU 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN 

CAUGHT IN SOME OF 
THAT.

I’M JUST 
RELIEVED TO 
SEE YOU, MY 

SONS.

WE LOST THE 
CATTLE, MOTHER, AND 

COULD NOT BRING 
BACK THE SUPPLIES 

FATHER ASKED  
FOR.

YOUR 
FATHER IS UP 
TOP. NO DOUBT  
HE COULD USE 

YOUR HELP.
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MANY, MANY YEARS PASSED AFTER THE 
LORD TOLD NOAH TO BUILD THE ARK 
AND STOCK IT WITH ENOUGH FOOD.

FATHER, 
WHERE DO YOU 
NEED OUR HELP 

TODAY?

NOT 
ANYMORE!

HELP? I 
DON’T NEED YOUR 

HELP!

DON’T 
NEED 
IT?

WE’RE 
DONE!

WE’RE 
DONE!

SMASHSMASH



37GENESIS 7:1-4

AND WHEN THE ARK WAS FINISHED, 
GOD SPOKE TO NOAH ONCE MORE.

SEVEN DAYS FROM NOW, HE WILL 
SEND RAIN ON THE EARTH FOR  

40 DAYS AND 40 NIGHTS!

AGAIN, HE TOLD ME HOW HE WILL 
WIPE FROM THE EARTH ALL THE 
LIVING THINGS HE HAS CREATED.

I NEVER 
IMAGINED IT’D BE 

FINISHED!

WHAT ARE WE 
GOING TO DO 
TOMORROW?

I’LL STILL 
DREAM ABOUT 

CUTTING WOOD 
TONIGHT, I BET!

NOAH, 
WHERE’S THE 
WATER I SENT 
YOU TO GET?

WHERE’S 
THE WATER, 

YOU ASK? HA! 
IT’S COMING!

I HEARD THE VOICE OF 
GOD AGAIN!

QUIET! 
EVERYONE!

HE TOLD ME TO 
TAKE YOU INTO THE 

ARK.

WE’RE TO TAKE SEVEN 
PAIRS OF EVERY KIND OF 
CLEAN ANIMAL, MALE AND 

FEMALE . . .

AND TWO OF EVERY 
KIND OF UNCLEAN 
ANIMAL, MALE AND 

FEMALE . . .

TO ENSURE THAT 
ALL LIFE WILL 

SURVIVE ON THE EARTH 
AFTER THE FLOOD.

WILL OUR 
WORK EVER  
BE DONE?

HOW 
ARE WE 

SUPPOSED 
TO ROUND UP 
ALL THOSE 
ANIMALS?

SEVEN 
DAYS! SEVEN 

DAYS?!
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GET IN 
THERE, YOU 

LITTLE BALLS 
OF WOOL!

BROTHERS! HOW 
CAN GOD EXPECT US 

TO GATHER ALL THOSE 
ANIMALS, IF OUR OWN 
SHEEP WON’T GO INTO 

THE ARK!

WE NEVER 
HAVE TROUBLE LIKE 
THIS HERDING OUR 

SHEEP!

We’re not 
herdIng them, 

It’s lIke they’re 
beIng herded 
rIght InsIde!

That’s 
not aLL!

It’s . . . It’s 
not natural  

for anImals to  
act lIke thIs!

I thInk 
that’s the 

poInt!

NOW LOOK, SEVEN 
OF THEM, JUST 
GOING INSIDE!
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40 GENESIS 7:4-16

IT HAD ALL HAPPENED, JUST AS GOD SAID. 
TWO OF EVERY ANIMAL THAT BREATHED 

THE BREATH OF LIFE HAD COME . . .

WHEN NOAH WAS 600 YEARS OLD, HE WENT 
INTO THE BOAT WITH HIS WIFE AND HIS SONS—
SHEM, HAM, AND JAPHETH—AND THEIR WIVES.

ALL the 
anImals are In 

the boat at last. 
What do we do 

now?

We’ve done 
everythIng God 

coMManded—

Now we 
waIt.
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. . . AND ON THE SEVENTH DAY . . .

. . . THE FLOODWATERS 
CAME AS WELL.

THEN THE LORD CLOSED 
THE DOOR BEHIND THEM.

How many 
thousands of 
anImals are In 

the ark?

you 
counted to 

20,000?

I 
stoPPed 
countIng 
around 

20.

No, just 
20. That’s when I 

realIzed thIs was 
far bIgger than I 
could ImagIne.

LOOk at 
them.

StILL 
dIsbelIevIng, 
aren’t they?

The 
dOOr Is stILL 

open!

Today Is 
the day!

FIve mInutes In 
there, and the smeLL of 
the dung alone would 
guarantEE no woman 

would ever come near 
me for a wEEk!

Just 
thInk of the 
stench you’LL 

be lIvIng wIth 
In there!

Fools! At least 
then you’d have 

an excuse!

Of course, 
aCCordIng to them, 

enough water to bathe 
that stench from your 
body wILL be faLLIng 

sOOn enough!

It’s 
haPPenIng!

It’s 
happenIng!

Is It . . . Is 
It haPPenIng?

They 
Joked about It, 

but the stench of 
sIn Is about to be 
washed from the 

face of the earth, 
Isn’t It?

Get 
InsIde! Get 

InsIde!

BOOM



42 GENESIS 7:11, 17-22

What . . . ? 
It can’t  

be!

No . . . 
no . . . 
no!!!

Noah saId thIs 
would haPPen! He 
was rIghteous . . . 

why dIdn’t we 
belIeve hIm?!

We nEEd to 
get to hIgher 

ground!

Why bother? 
EverythIng Is haPPenIng 

Just as Noah saId It 
would, IncludIng . . .

. . . the 
aNNIhIlatIon of every 

wIcked sINNer . . .

I can’t 
watch . . .

Do you thInk they would 
have come If they had heard 
God’s voIce, as father dId?

They heard 
God’s meSSage In 

father’s words, and they 
saw God In father’s 

lIfe.

It’s 
hoRRIble.

Water Is faLLIng 
from the sky and 
rIsIng from the 

earth.What Is 
It lIke 

outsIde?

The noIse . . . the 
raIn’s poundIng Is 

thunderous!
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. . . Us. Shut 
up! Just 

shut 
up!!!

Just thInk, at any 
tIme untIl those 
dOOrs closed, 
we could have 
chosen to—

I saId 
shut up!!!

Ughn!!!



44 GENESIS 7:17

AFTER 40 DAYS, THE 
WATERS STOPPED . . .

What’s 
the count, 
Japheth?

It’s 
bEEn 22 
days.

ThrEE days ago, 
I saw the top of a 
trEE that must have 

bEEn on the top of a 
hIgh mountaIn.

Now It’s 
Just water as 
far as you can 

sEE!

Have 
you stoPPed 

to consIder how 
dIFFIcult thIngs wILL 
be for us when we 

leave thIs ark?

I don’t 
thInk It wILL 
be any more 

dIFFIcult than 
before. We won’t 

have a boat to 
buIld, after 

aLL.

And no 
threat of 
vIolent 

raIds from 
neIghborIng 
trIbes and 
vILLages!

Hush! 
You hear 

that?

Exactly!

I stILL can’t belIeve 
how calm these anImals have 

bEEn. I saw a lIon slEEpIng In the 
mIDDle of those seven shEEp we 
brought In, and both lIon and 

lamb were—

I don’t 
hear 

anythIng.



45GENESIS 7:24; 8:1-4

. . . THE BOAT CAME TO REST ON 
THE MOUNTAINS OF ARARAT.

we have to consIder 
the poSSIbIlIty that we’re 
goIng to be stuck on thIs 

thIng for years.

That may 
be why God 

gave us so many 
anImals.

. . . AND AFTER 150 DAYS . . .

I know you’ve had 
your eye on those bIg, 

colorful bIrds, Japheth, so 
don’t sound so dIsgusted at 

the prospect.

To eat?

Not of eatIng 
the anImals, but 
that thIs may be 
a longer voyage 
than we thought.

It’s already 
fEElIng longer 
than we thought.

But God would 
not preserve 

us, only to 
strand us on 

thIs ark.

I’ve consIdered 
the poSSIbIlIty, 

Ham.

I don’t 
relIsh the 

Idea of raIsIng 
a famIly on thIs 
boat, brothers.

Do 
you thInk It 

wILL come to 
that?

Can you 
ImagIne 

If aLL you 
knew In your 
lifetime WAS 
thIs boat?

My 
wIfe 

certaInly 
doesn’t.

aLL we’ve known 
In our lIfetime has 
bEEn buIlding thIs 

boat.

WhOOoaaa!!!

What . . . ?

aaaaahhh!

God has  
calculated  

how much fOOd  
we nEEd.

We’re not 
goIng to run 
out of fOOd.



46 GENESIS 8:5-9

BUT THE RAVEN COULD ONLY FLY 
BACK AND FORTH OVER THE WATERS.

From the 
heIghts, the raven 

should be able to fInd 
dry land. If he comes 

back, we’LL know that the 
waters haven’t—

Why dId 
you do that, 

father?

THE ARK HAD BEEN AGROUND FOR OVER 
100 DAYS WHEN NOAH SENT A RAVEN.

No, father, 
I meant, why dId 

you send one of the 
ravens? We only have 
two of them, and If 

something haPPens to 
that one . . .

Ah, yes. Uh, 
gOOd poInt.

Maybe 
I’LL send a 

dove next tIme. 
We’ve got seven 

of them . . .

You 
already sent the raven 
and that dIdn’t reveal 

anythIng.

Why 
bother, 
father?

A LITTLE LATER . . .

Yes, 
but I’m curIous. 
I want to know 

what thIngs are lIke 
outsIde, but I don’t 
dare rIsk openIng 

the dOOr!



47GENESIS 8:10-12

NOAH WAITED ANOTHER 
WEEK, AND THEN . . .

ANOTHER WEEK . . .

One 
of these 

days, It wILL 
be. I know 

that.

LOOk 
there, It 
returns.

Yes, father, It 
does! But lOOk! It 
caRRIes somethIng 

In Its beak!!!

An 
olIve 
leaf!

An 
olIve 
leaf!

Today, I have 
a fEElIng that thIs dove 

wILL not return!

—but 
no maTTer 
how long 

we waIt now, 
It won’t be as 

long as we 
waIted for 

the ark to be 
completed, 

father!

We stILL have a long waIt, I 
thInk, before we wILL have dry 
enough ground for us and the 

anImals, but—

That bIrd has 
found a place to 
rest! I know It!

Do you 
thInk thIs wILL 

be the tIme, 
father?



48 GENESIS 8:13-16

. . . THE SURFACE OF THE 
GROUND WAS DRY.

THEN GOD SAID . . .

LEAVE THE 
BOAT, ALL OF 

YOU—YOU AND 
YOUR WIFE, AND 
YOUR SONS AND 

THEIR WIVES.

MORE THAN ONE YEAR 
AFTER THE LORD CLOSED 
THE DOOR OF THE ARK . . .

I thInk It’s 
tIme, sons.

Today Is the 
day we fInd out 
If the land Is 
ready for us!

I know I’m 
ready for the 

land!

Oh, 
Noah! 
LooK!!!



49GENESIS 8:17-19

RELEASE ALL THE 
ANIMALS—THE BIRDS, 

THE LIVESTOCK, AND THE 
SMALL ANIMALS THAT SCURRY 

ALONG THE GROUND—SO 
THEY CAN BE FRUITFUL AND 

MULTIPLY THROUGHOUT 
THE EARTH.



50 GENESIS 8:20

Gather 
one of 
each of 

the clean 
anImals!

Sons!
Why, 

father?

They 
wILL be 

oFFered to 
our God as a 
sacrIfIce.

Now, 
a fIre. A dove, 

father.



51GENESIS 9:1-7

AND ANYONE WHO 
MURDERS A FELLOW 

HUMAN MUST DIE.

I HAVE 
GIVEN THEM 
TO YOU FOR 

FOOD.

JUST AS I HAVE 
GIVEN YOU GRAIN 
AND VEGETABLES.

AND I WILL 
REQUIRE THE 

BLOOD OF ANYONE 
WHO TAKES ANOTHER 

PERSON’S LIFE.

IF A WILD 
ANIMAL KILLS A 
PERSON, IT MUST 

DIE.

NOW BE FRUITFUL 
AND MULTIPLY, AND 

REPOPULATE THE EARTH.

IF 
ANYONE TAKES 

A HUMAN LIFE, THAT 
PERSON’S LIFE WILL ALSO BE 

TAKEN BY HUMAN HANDS. FOR 
GOD MADE HUMAN BEINGS 

IN HIS OWN IMAGE.

BE 
FRUITFUL 

AND MULTIPLY. 
FILL THE 

EARTH. ALL THE ANIMALS OF THE 
EARTH, ALL THE BIRDS 

OF THE SKY, ALL THE SMALL 
ANIMALS THAT SCURRY ALONG 

THE GROUND, AND ALL THE FISH 
IN THE SEA WILL LOOK ON YOU 

WITH FEAR AND TERROR.

I HAVE 
PLACED THEM 

IN YOUR POWER.



52 GENESIS 9:13-16

I HAVE PLACED MY 
RAINBOW IN THE 

CLOUDS. IT IS THE SIGN OF 
MY COVENANT WITH YOU 

AND WITH ALL THE 
EARTH.

WHEN I SEND 
CLOUDS OVER THE EARTH, 

THE RAINBOW WILL APPEAR 
IN THE CLOUDS, AND I WILL 

REMEMBER MY COVENANT WITH 
YOU AND WITH ALL LIVING 

CREATURES.

NEVER 
AGAIN WILL 

THE FLOODWATERS 
DESTROY ALL LIFE.

WHEN I SEE THE 
RAINBOW IN THE CLOUDS, 

I WILL REMEMBER THE ETERNAL 
COVENANT BETWEEN GOD AND 

EVERY LIVING CREATURE ON 
EARTH.



53GENESIS 10:22, 24-25; 11:10-25

TWO YEARS AFTER THE FLOOD, 
NOAH’S SON SHEM FATHERED A 

SON NAMED ARPHAXAD. 

AND AFTER 
ARPHAXAD, SHEM 
LIVED ANOTHER 
500 YEARS AND 
HAD OTHER SONS 
AND DAUGHTERS.

ARPHAXAD WAS 
THE FATHER OF 
SHELAH, WHO 

WAS THE FATHER 
OF EBER. 

THE HEBREWS ARE 
CONSIDERED TO BE 
THE DESCENDANTS 

OF EBER.

EBER FATHERED 
PELEG—AND DURING THE 

LIFETIME OF PELEG 
GOD DIVIDED THE EARTH 
INTO LANGUAGES AT THE 

TOWER OF BABEL.

AFTER THE TOWER 
OF BABEL, PELEG 

FATHERED REU, WHO 
WAS THE FATHER 
OF SERUG, WHO 

WAS THE FATHER OF 
NAHOR, WHO WAS THE 

FATHER OF TERAH.



54 GENESIS 11:26-31

TERAH FATHERED THREE SONS—
ABRAM, NAHOR, AND HARAN. ABRAM TOOK SARAI, 

ONE OF HIS HALF-
SISTERS, AS HIS WIFE.

ONE DAY TERAH TOOK HIS SON ABRAM 
AND HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, SARAI, AND 
MOVED AWAY FROM THE PROSPEROUS 

CITY OF UR OF THE CHALDEANS.

HE ALSO TOOK HIS 
GRANDSON, LOT, 
WHOSE FATHER, 

HARAN, HAD DIED.

TERAH AND HIS FAMILY 
TRAVELED NORTHWEST 
ALONG THE EUPHRATES 

RIVER TO HARAN.

FROM THERE IT WOULD 
BE EASIER TO TRAVEL 
INTO CANaaN INSTEAD 

OF CROSSING THE 
GREAT DESERT WITH 

ALL OF THEIR ANIMALS 
AND POSSESSIONS.



55GENESIS 12:1-3

AFTER ABRAM’S FATHER DIED IN 
HARAN, GOD SPOKE TO ABRAM, MAKING 
A COVENANT, OR AGREEMENT, WITH HIM.

GOD MADE AN INCREDIBLE 
PROMISE TO ABRAM AND 

HIS DESCENDANTS.

LEAVE YOUR NATIVE 
COUNTRY, YOUR 

RELATIVES, AND YOUR 
FATHER’S FAMILY, AND 

GO TO THE LAND THAT I 
WILL SHOW YOU.

ALL 
THE FAMILIES 

ON EARTH WILL BE 
BLESSED THROUGH 

YOU.

I WILL BLESS 
THOSE WHO BLESS 

YOU AND CURSE THOSE 
WHO TREAT YOU WITH 

CONTEMPT.

I WILL MAKE 
YOU INTO A GREAT 

NATION. I WILL 
BLESS YOU . . . AND 

MAKE YOU 
FAMOUS, AND 
YOU WILL BE A 
BLESSING TO 

OTHERS.

But God 
has clearly 

spoken to me 
that we must 

move.

But uncle, we have 
more herds than we 
have ever had—and 

growIng!

We must 
relocate our 

camp—far away.

Yes—
Our God, 
the Most 
HIgh, has 
bleSSed 

us.

The 
Most HIgh 

has spoken to 
me that He . . . He 

wILL bleSS aLL the 
famIlIes on earth 

through me.

God has 
spoken—He wILL 

certaInly show us 
the way.



56 GENESIS 12:4-9

SO ABRAM LEFT HARAN 
AS GOD HAD TOLD HIM.

THEY SET OUT FOR 
THE LAND OF CANaaN.

WHILE ABRAM WAS CAMPED BY THE 
GREAT OAK OF MOREH, HE HEARD THE 

VOICE OF GOD SPEAK TO HIM . . .

I WILL 
GIVE THIS 

LAND TO YOUR 
DESCENDANTS.

My 
descendants?

It Is here that I have heard 
your voIce, and It Is here that  
I wILL buIld an altar to you.



57GENESIS 15:1-9

LATER, THE LORD SPOKE 
TO ABRAM AGAIN . . .

ABRAM BELIEVED 
THE LORD, AND THE 
LORD COUNTED HIM 

AS RIGHTEOUS.

DO 
NOT BE AFRAID, 

ABRAM, FOR I WILL 
PROTECT YOU, AND 

YOUR REWARD WILL 
BE GREAT.

YOUR 
SERVANT WILL NOT 

BE YOUR HEIR, FOR YOU 
WILL HAVE A SON OF YOUR 

OWN WHO WILL BE 
YOUR HEIR.

LOOK UP INTO 
THE SKY AND 

COUNT THE STARS 
IF YOU CAN.

THAT’S 
HOW MANY 

DESCENDANTS YOU 
WILL HAVE!

BRING TO 
ME A HEIFER, A GOAT, 

AND A RAM, EACH THREE 
YEARS OLD, ALONG WITH A 

DOVE AND A YOUNG 
PIGEON.

SovereIgn 
Lord, what 

gOOd are aLL 
your bleSSIngs 

when I don’t 
even have a 

son?

You have 
gIven me no 
descendants, 
so one of my 

servants wILL be 
my heIr.

COME 
OUTSIDE.

SovereIgn 
Lord, how can I be 

sure that I wILL actuaLLy 
poSSeSS the land?



58 GENESIS 15:10-13

YOU CAN BE SURE THAT 
YOUR DESCENDANTS WILL 

BE STRANGERS IN A FOREIGN 
LAND, WHERE THEY WILL BE 
OPPRESSED AS SLAVES FOR 

400 YEARS.

Get 
away!

BrIng 
me the 

anImals that 
I selected. I 

nEEd them for a 
sacrIfIce to 

my God.



59GENESIS 15:14-21

BUT I WILL PUNISH 
THE NATION THAT 
ENSLAVES THEM . . .

. . . AND THEY 
WILL COME 

AWAY WITH GREAT 
WEALTH.

AS FOR YOU, 
YOU WILL DIE 

IN PEACE AND BE 
BURIED AT A RIPE 

OLD AGE.

I HAVE GIVEN 
THIS LAND TO YOUR 
DESCENDANTS, FROM  

THE BORDER OF  
EGYPT TO THE GREAT 

EUPHRATES RIVER.

I MAKE A 
COVENANT WITH 

YOU.

AFTER FOUR 
GENERATIONS YOUR 
DESCENDANTS WILL 

RETURN HERE TO THIS 
LAND, FOR THE SINS OF 
THE AMORITES DO NOT 
YET WARRANT THEIR 

DESTRUCTION.



60 GENESIS 16:1-3

Am I God and 
able to do thIs? 
What you ask Is In 
the hands of God, 

not men.

I want a 
chIld.

the lord has 
prevented me from 

havIng chIldren. Go and 
slEEp wIth my servant, 

Hagar. Perhaps I can have 
chIldren through her.

Are 
You sure 
about 
thIs?

Yes.



61GENESIS 16:4-6

BrIng 
me the 

crushed 
meal for 
the bread.

I wILL not. I 
have to rest 
so I may gIve 
your husband a 
strong chIld.

The 
chIld wILL 
be mIne to 

raIse.

Only I can give 
master Abram 
what he has 

always desIred.

thIs Is aLL your 
fault! now that Hagar’s 
pregnant she treats me 

wIth contempt.

I dId 
only what 
YOU asked.

she 
Is your 
servant. 

deal wIth 
her as you 

sEE fIt.

You lazy 
servant! prepare 

the meal, or I wILL 
brIng out a whIp to 

remInd you I am 
your master!

You are 
worthleSS! When 

you have gIven bIrth, 
I wILL take the baby 
away, and you wILL 
never hold the 

chIld agaIn.



62 GENESIS 16:7-16

Hagar, 
saraI’s servant, 

where have you come 
from, and where are 

you goIng?

I’m ruNNIng 
away from my 

mIstreSS and her 
harsh treatment 

of me.

return 
to your 

mIstreSS, 
and submIt 

to her.

I wILL gIve 
you more 

descendants than 
you can count.

you wILL gIve 
bIrth to a son. Name 

hIm Ishmael, for the lord 
has heard your cry of 

dIstreSS.

He wILL 
be a wIld man, 
as untamed as a 

wIld donkey! he wILL 
raIse hIs fIst agaInst 
everyone, and everyone 

wILL be agaInst hIm. 
yes, he wILL lIve In 

open hostIlIty 
agaInst aLL hIs 

relatIves.

You 
are the 

God who 
sEEs me.

have I 
truly sEEn 

the one who 
sEEs me?

CongratulatIons, 
master Abram. You 

have a son.

HIs 
name 

wILL be 
Ishmael.



63GENESIS 17:1-14

I WILL GIVE THE 
ENTIRE LAND OF 

CANAAN, WHERE YOU 
NOW LIVE AS A FOREIGNER, 

TO YOU AND YOUR 
DESCENDANTS. IT WILL 

BE THEIR POSSESSION 
FOREVER, AND I WILL 

BE THEIR GOD.

THIS IS THE COVENANT 
THAT YOU AND YOUR 

DESCENDANTS MUST KEEP: 
EACH MALE AMONG YOU 
MUST BE CIRCUMCISED, 
WHETHER MEMBERS OF 

YOUR FAMILY OR 
SERVANTS.

*ABRAHAM SOUNDS LIKE A HEBREW 
TERM THAT MEANS “FATHER OF MANY.”

I AM CHANGING 
YOUR NAME. 

YOU WILL BE CALLED 
ABRAHAM,* FOR YOU WILL 

BE THE FATHER OF 
MANY NATIONS.

I WILL MAKE YOU 
EXTREMELY FRUITFUL. 

YOUR DESCENDANTS WILL 
BECOME MANY NATIONS, 

AND KINGS WILL BE 
AMONG THEM!

I WILL CONFIRM 
MY COVENANT WITH 

YOU AND YOUR 
DESCENDANTS.

I AM GOD 
ALMIGHTY. SERVE 

ME FAITHFULLY AND 
LIVE A BLAMELESS 

LIFE.

I WILL MAKE A 
COVENANT WITH 

YOU, AND I WILL GIVE 
YOU COUNTLESS 
DESCENDANTS.



64 GENESIS 17:15-27

BUT MY COVENANT 
WILL BE CONFIRMED WITH 

ISAAC, WHO WILL BE BORN TO 
YOU AND SARAH ABOUT THIS 

TIME NEXT YEAR.

REGARDING SARAI, YOUR 
WIFE—HER NAME WILL 

NO LONGER BE SARAI. FROM 
NOW ON HER NAME WILL BE 

SARAH.
 

AND I WILL 
BLESS HER AND 

GIVE YOU A  
SON FROM HER!  

SHE WILL BECOME 
THE MOTHER OF 
MANY NATIONS.

NO—SARAH, YOUR 
WIFE, WILL GIVE BIRTH 

TO A SON FOR YOU. YOU 
WILL NAME HIM ISAAC, 

AND I WILL CONFIRM MY 
COVENANT WITH HIM AND 

HIS DESCENDANTS.

AS FOR ISHMAEL, I 
WILL BLESS HIM. HE 

WILL BECOME THE FATHER 
OF 12 PRINCES, AND I WILL 

MAKE HIM A GREAT 
NATION.

Today, In 
obedIence to 

God’s coMMand, 
not only Ishmael 
and myself, but 

every male In my 
household must 
be cIrcumcIsed—
In aCCordance 
wIth the Lord’s 

coMMand.

may 
Ishmael 

lIve under 
your specIal 

bleSSIng!

how could 
I become a 

father at the 
age of 100, and 

sarah at 90?



65GENESIS 21:1-7

THE LORD DID FOR SARAH 
EXACTLY WHAT HE HAD PROMISED.

*ISaaC MEANS 
“HE LAUGHS.”

Master, 
you have 
a son.

HIs name 
wILL be 
Isaac!

God has 
brought me 

laughter. aLL who hear 
about thIs wILL laugh 

wIth me.*

Who would have 
saId that Sarah would 

nurse a baby?
God 

has gIven 
us what He 
promIsed.

Whoever 
thought 
thIs was 

poSSIble? The 
God of 

Abraham must 
be the real 

God.

Waaaaahhh!



66 GENESIS 22:1-3

SOME TIME LATER, GOD 
TESTED ABRAHAM’S FAITH.

EARLY THE NEXT MORNING ABRAHAM 
SADDLED HIS DONKEY AND TOOK WITH HIM 
TWO OF HIS SERVANTS AND HIS SON, ISaaC.

THEN HE CHOPPED 
WOOD FOR A 

FIRE FOR A BURNT 
OFFERING AND 

SET OUT FOR THE 
PLACE GOD HAD 
TOLD HIM ABOUT.

ABRAHAM!

TAKE 
YOUR ONLY SON, 

ISAAC, WHOM YOU 
LOVE, AND GO TO 

THE LAND OF 
MORIAH. GO AND SACRIFICE 

HIM AS A BURNT 
OFFERING ON ONE 

OF THE MOUNTAINS, 
WHICH I WILL SHOW 

YOU.

yes, 
Here I 

am.



67GENESIS 22:4-8

ON THE THIRD DAY OF THEIR 
JOURNEY, ABRAHAM LOOKED UP AND 
SAW THE PLACE IN THE DISTANCE.

ABRAHAM PLACED THE WOOD FOR 
THE OFFERING ON ISaaC . . .

. . . WHILE 
ABRAHAM 
HIMSELF 
CARRIED 
THE FIRE 
AND THE 
KNIFE.

We wILL 
worshIp there 
and come rIght 

back.

stay here. the boy 
and I wILL travel a lITTle 

farther.

Father?

Yes, my 
son?

We have the 
fIre and the wOOd, 
but where Is the 

shEEp for the burnt 
oFFerIng?

God 
wILL provIde a 

shEEp for the burnt 
oFFerIng, my son.



68 GENESIS 22:9

ABRAHAM BUILT 
AN ALTAR.

HE ARRANGED THE 
WOOD ON THE ALTAR.

HE BOUND HIS SON . . .

. . . AND LAID HIM ON THE ALTAR.



69GENESIS 22:10

ABRAHAM PICKED UP 
THE KNIFE TO KILL HIS 
SON AS A SACRIFICE.



70 GENESIS 22:11-14

THEN ABRAHAM LOOKED OVER 
AND SAW THE SACRIFICE 
THAT GOD HAD PROVIDED.

ABRAHAM!
DON’T LAY 

A HAND ON THE 
BOY! FOR NOW I KNOW 
THAT YOU TRULY FEAR 

GOD. YOU HAVE NOT 
WITHHELD FROM ME 

YOUR ONLY SON.

Here 
I am!

The name 
of thIs place 
shaLL be “The 

Lord WILL 
ProvIde.”



71GENESIS 22:15-19

ABRAHAM AND ISaaC RETURNED 
TO THE SERVANTS AND TRAVELED 

BACK TO BEERSHEBA.

BECAUSE YOU HAVE 
OBEYED ME AND HAVE NOT 

WITHHELD YOUR ONLY SON, I 
WILL CERTAINLY BLESS YOU. I WILL 

MULTIPLY YOUR DESCENDANTS 
BEYOND NUMBER, LIKE THE STARS 

IN THE SKY AND THE SAND 
ON THE SEASHORE.

YOUR 
DESCENDANTS WILL 

CONQUER THE CITIES OF 
THEIR ENEMIES. AND THROUGH 

YOUR DESCENDANTS ALL THE 
NATIONS OF THE EARTH WILL BE 

BLESSED—ALL BECAUSE YOU 
HAVE OBEYED ME.



72 GENESIS 25:19-26

YEARS LATER, ISaaC MARRIED 
A WOMAN NAMED REBEKAH.

REBEKAH WAS NOT ABLE TO HAVE 
CHILDREN, BUT WHEN ISaaC PRAYED 

FOR HER, SHE WAS ABLE TO CONCEIVE.

*ESAU MAY MEAN “HAIRY,” BUT HE WAS 
ALSO CALLED EDOM, WHICH MEANS “RED.”

*JACOB SOUNDS LIKE 
THE HEBREW FOR “HEEL” 

OR “DECEIVER.”

why 
Is thIs 

haPPenIng 
to me?

THE SONS IN 
YOUR WOMB 

WILL BECOME TWO 
NATIONS; THE TWO 
NATIONS WILL BE 

RIVALS.

ONE WILL BE 
STRONGER THAN 

THE OTHER, AND THE 
OLDER WILL SERVE THE 

YOUNGER.

AS THE BABIES 
JOSTLED WITHIN HER, 
REBEKAH ASKED THE 

LORD ABOUT IT.

There, your 
fIrst son has 

aRRIved—he Is red 
and haIry!

He Is to 
be named 

Esau.*

HIs 
brother comes 
now—and he Is 
graspIng hIs 

brother’s hEEl!

And he 
shaLL be 
caLLed 
Jacob.*



73GENESIS 25:27-34

ESAU BECAME A 
SKILLFUL HUNTER AND 

AN OUTDOORSMAN.

BUT JACOB 
HAD A QUIET 

TEMPERAMENT, 
PREFERRING TO 
STAY AT HOME.

THOUGH ISaaC 
PREFERRED ESAU, 
REBEKAH LOVED 
JACOB AND HIS 
GENTLE SPIRIT.

THE BIRTHRIGHT 
ENTAILED GETTING 

A DOUBLE 
PORTION OF THE 
INHERITANCE AS 

WELL AS BEING THE 
CHIEF AND PRIEST 

OF THE FAMILY.

BUT ESAU FAILED TO 
APPRECIATE ITS VALUE 

AND SACREDNESS.

father 
loves the 

wIld game I 
brIng HIM!

aLL rIght, 
but trade me 

your rIghts as 
the fIrstborn 

son.

I’m starved! 
gIve me some 
of that red 

stew!

I’m dying of 
starvatIon! What  

gOOd Is my bIrthrIght 
to me now?

Swear 
to me.

I 
swear—now 

fEEd me.



74 GENESIS 27:1-13

AFTER SOME TIME, 
ISaaC CALLED TO ESAU.

I am an 
old man now, and 

I don’t know when I 
may dIe.

hunt some 
wIld game for 
me. prepare my 

favorIte dIsh, and 
brIng It here for 
me to eat. I wILL 
pronounce the 

bleSSIng before 
I dIe.

lIsten. I overheard 
your father teLL Esau 

to brIng hIm some wIld 
game so he could gIve 

hIm hIs bleSSIng.

BrIng 
me two fIne young 

goats. I’LL use them to 
prepare your father’s 

favorIte dIsh.

Then you 
can take It to 

hIm and Get hIs 
bleSSIng.

But Esau Is a 
haIry man, and my 
skIn Is smOOth.

If my father 
touches me, then 
he’LL curse me 

Instead.

then let the 
curse faLL on me! 

Just do what I 
teLL you.



75GENESIS 27:14-25

Yes, I 
am.

the voIce Is 
Jacob’s, but 

the hands are 
Esau’s.

Are 
you reaLLy 

Esau?

Put these on—
your brother’s best 

clothes—then you wILL 
smeLL lIke Esau.

These 
goatskIns wILL 
fEEl lIke Esau’s 

rough, haIry 
arms.

WIth these, 
and the tasty 
meal, he wILL 

thInk you are Esau 
and gIve you hIs 

bleSSIng.

My 
father?

It’s 
Esau, your 
fIrstborn 

son. here Is 
the wIld game 

so you can 
gIve me your 

bleSSIng.

Yes, my 
son—who 
are you?

come 
closer so I 

can touch you 
and make sure 
that you are 

Esau.

BrIng me 
the wIld 

game.



76 GENESIS 27:26-30

come 
closer and 

kISS me, son.

May God gIve 
you abundant 

harvests.

Ah! the 
smeLL of my 

son Is lIke the 
smeLL of the 
outdOOrs.

May natIons 
serve you, and 
people bow 
before you.

ALL who 
curse you wILL be 

cursed, and aLL who 
bleSS you wILL be 

bleSSed.



77GENESIS 27:31-40

eat my wIld 
game so you 

can gIve me your 
bleSSIng.

Who are 
you?

Your son, Your 
fIrstborn son, 

Esau.

then who Just 
served me wIld 

game? I have  
already eaten It!

I bleSSed 
hIm—that 

bleSSIng must 
stand!

But 
father—

bleSS me, 
tOO!

your 
brother 

trIcked me 
and tOOk your 

bleSSIng.

he has 
cheated me 

TwIce—fIrst wIth the 
bIrthrIght and now 
wIth the bleSSIng!

haven’t you saved 
even one bleSSIng 

for me?

You wILL 
lIve away 

from earth’s 
rIchneSS and 
heaven’s dew.

You wILL 
lIve by your 
sword and 
serve your 
brother.

But when 
you break frEE, 

you wILL shake oFF 
hIs yoke.

No 
wonder hIs 
name means 
“DeceIver”!



78 GENESIS 27:41–28:4

LATER, IN ISaaC’S TENT . . .

I am not 
sure that stone can 
sharpen your sword 

much more. You must be 
plaNNIng on sheDDIng 

much blOOd.

No—
Just the 
deceIver 
Jacob’s.

But 
he Is your 
brother!

Not 
for long. He 
has deceIved 
me for the 
very last 

tIme.

get 
ready and 
flEE to my 
brother, 
laban, In 
haran.

lIsten, 
esau Is 

consolIng 
hImself by 
ploTTIng to 

kILL you.

I would 
rather dIe than 

sEE Jacob maRRy 
one of them.

I am sIck  
and tIred of 
these local 

HITTIte women.

Send 
Jacob In 
to me. May god 

almIghty bleSS you and 
gIve you many chIldren. 

and may your descendants 
multIply, and may you own 

thIs land.

go at once to 
paDDan-aram, and 

maRRy one of your 
uncle laban’s 
daughters.



79GENESIS 28:5-11

IN OBEDIENCE TO 
HIS FATHER, JACOB 
TRAVELED TOWARD 

HARAN AND HIS 
MOTHER’S FAMILY.

THERE HE SOUGHT REFUGE FROM HIS BROTHER 
ESAU AND ALSO HOPED TO FIND A SUITABLE WIFE.

ESAU TOOK A THIRD WIFE, 
THIS ONE A DAUGHTER OF HIS 
UNCLE, ISHMAEL. HE MAY HAVE 

BEEN TRYING TO PERSUADE HIS 
PARENTS TO MAKE A NEW WILL.

JACOB FOUND A 
STONE TO REST HIS 
HEAD AGAINST AND 
LAY DOWN TO SLEEP.

In my 
father’s house 
you can take 

refuge. My 
brother 

Laban wILL 
show you 

what to do.

So, they don’t lIke 
my CanaanIte wIves? 
perhaps I can make 
up for gIving up my 

bIrthrIght . . .



80

I AM THE LORD, THE GOD 
OF YOUR GRANDFATHER 

ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF 
YOUR FATHER, ISAAC.

ALL THE FAMILIES 
OF THE EARTH WILL 

BE BLESSED THROUGH 
YOU AND YOUR 

DESCENDANTS . . .

YOUR 
DESCENDANTS 

WILL BE AS 
NUMEROUS AS THE 

DUST OF THE 
EARTH!



81GENESIS 28:12-15

. . . AND 
I WILL 

PROTECT YOU 
WHEREVER 

YOU GO.



82 GENESIS 28:16-22

surely 
the lord Is In 

thIs place—thIs 
Is the house of 
God—the gate to 
heaven Itself!

ThIs place 
wILL no longer 

be caLLed Luz, but 
Bethel—”house of 

God.”

If you wILL be 
wIth me on thIs 

Journey and provIde 
aLL that I nEEd so 

that I return safely, 
then you wILL be 

my God.

ThIs 
pILLar wILL be 

your house, and of 
aLL that you bleSS 

me wIth I wILL 
gIve a tenth.



83GENESIS 29:1-13

PADDAN-ARAM—THE LAND 
OF REBEKAH’S FAMILY

We are 
from Haran.

Then do 
you know Laban—

Nahor’s grandson?

FrIends—where 
are you from?

Yes, 
we know 

hIm.

Is he 
doIng 
weLL?

Yes, 
he’s 
weLL. 

Here 
comes hIs 
daughter 

Rachel now.

I am a 
relatIve—the son 
of your father’s 

sIster!

Come 
wIth me! My 

father wILL be 
overjoyed!

Father! 
The son of 
your sIster 
Rebekah has 
come to us!



84 GENESIS 29:14–30:24; 31:3, 43-55

JACOB AND LABAN MADE AN AGREEMENT AND SET UP A 
PILE OF STONES AS A WITNESS BETWEEN THEM THAT 
NEITHER WOULD GO BEYOND IT TO HURT THE OTHER.

THEY SEALED THE 
AGREEMENT WITH 
A GREAT FEAST.

THE NEXT MORNING 
LABAN KISSED EACH OF 
HIS GRANDCHILDREN AND 
DAUGHTERS GOOD-BYE.

JACOB SERVED LABAN FOR 14 YEARS.

DURING THOSE 14 YEARS, JACOB MARRIED LEAH 
AND RACHEL, LABAN’S DAUGHTERS, HAD 11 SONS 
AND 1 DAUGHTER, AND GATHERED MANY ANIMALS. 

FINALLY, THE LORD TOLD JACOB 
TO RETURN TO CANaaN WITH 

HIS FAMILY AND POSSESSIONS.



85GENESIS 32:1-21

ONE NIGHT ON HIS 
JOURNEY HOME, JACOB 

SAW THE ANGELS OF GOD.

HE WAS REMINDED 
THAT GOD WAS 
WITH HIM AND 

CALLED THE PLACE 
“TWO CAMPS.”

Go ahead of 
us. Speak to 

my master and 
brother Esau.

TeLL hIm that I 
have bEEn wIth our 

uncle Laban and have 
bEEn bleSSed wIth many 
gOOds: caTTle, donkeys, 
flocks, and servants. 

I hope he wILL be 
frIendly to me.

That 
caNNot be gOOd. help 
me now to reorganIze 

Into two groups. We wILL 
dIvIde the flocks and 

herds.

We met your 
brother, Esau, and 
he Is on hIs way to 
mEEt you now wIth 

400 men!

A FEW DAYS LATER . . .

TomoRRow, take a herd 
of goats, then shEEp, then 

camels, then cows, and then 
donkeys. KEEp some space 

betwEEn yourselves.

When you 
come to Esau, you are 

to say, “These belong to your 
servant Jacob and are a gIft 

for my lord Esau. Jacob 
foLLows behInd us.”

My God, 
remember you 

promIsed that I would 
prosper and my descendants 

would be as numerous as 
the sands along the 

seashore.

If my brother 
aTTacks one group, 

maybe the other group 
can escape.



86 GENESIS 32:22-32

JACOB SENT EVERYONE 
ACROSS THE RIVER, AND 

HE WAS LEFT ALONE.

ALL THAT NIGHT JACOB 
WRESTLED WITH A MAN.

MANY INTERPRET THIS EVENT 
AS A THEOPHANY, A VISIBLE 
MANIFESTATION OF GOD.

AT DAWN THE 
MAN TOUCHED 
JACOB’S HIP 

SO THE SOCKET 
CAME OUT OF 

PLACE.

AND JACOB CALLED THAT PLACE PENIEL, 
OR “FACE OF GOD,” BECAUSE HE HAD SEEN 

GOD FACE TO FACE AND WAS SPARED.

Let me go, 
for the dawn 
Is breakIng!

I wILL 
not let you 
go unleSS 
you bleSS 

me.

Your name wILL no 
longer be Jacob but 

Israel—for you have fought 
wIth God and wIth men and 

have won.



87GENESIS 33:1-7

FIRST THE SERVANT WIVES 
AND THEIR CHILDREN 

BOWED DOWN BEFORE ESAU.

THEN LEAH AND 
HER CHILDREN.

AND FINALLY, RACHEL 
AND HER SON, JOSEPH.

My 
brother—at 
long last I 

sEE you!

These are the 
chIldren God has 

gracIously gIven to 
me, your servant.

And 
who are 
these?



88 GENESIS 33:8-20; 35:16-18

 JACOB AND HIS FAMILY SETTLED IN THE LAND 
OF CANaaN, WHERE HIS FATHER HAD LIVED.

RACHEL HAD A SECOND 
SON, BENJAMIN.

And what 
were aLL the flocks 
and herds I met as I 

came?

they are a 
gIft, my lord, 
to ensure your 

frIendshIp.

my 
brother, I 
have plenty. 

kEEp what you 
have for 
yourself.

I InsIst! 
SEEIng your face 
Is lIke sEEIng the 

face of God.

please, 
take thIs gIft 
I have brought 

you.

If you InsIst, 
then I wiLL take 
them as a gIft 

from your 
hands.

let’s be 
goIng. I wILL 
lead the way.

The 
chIldren are 

very young, and 
we must move 
at a slow pace 
because of the 
nursing lambs 

and calves.

We 
caNNot.

let me 
aSSIgn some 
of my men to 
protect you.

It’s enough 
that you’ve 

receIved me 
warmly!



89GENESIS 37:1-5

RACHEL’S FIRST SON, JOSEPH, 
BROUGHT HIS FATHER A BAD REPORT 

ABOUT HIS BROTHERS AFTER 
TENDING THE FLOCKS WITH THEM.

BECAUSE JOSEPH HAD BEEN BORN 
TO HIM IN HIS OLD AGE, JACOB HAD 
A BEAUTIFUL ROBE MADE FOR HIM.

BUT GOD GAVE 
JOSEPH A DREAM.

LOOk at 
that, would 

you?  He even 
gets hIs own 
specIal coat.

There’s 
No doubt now 
whIch of us Is 
our father’s 

favorIte.

SoRRy, should 
have bEEn able to 
sEE you wIth that 
brIght robe on.

Father’s 
lITTle boy 
nEEds to 

toughen up.



90 GENESIS 37:6-11

you 
thInk you 

wILL be our 
kIng?

Do you 
thInk you wILL 
reIgn over us? You 

dream whIle 
we work.

LIsten, I 
had another 
dream I nEEd 
to teLL you 

about.

We 
told you, 

father—aLL 
dreams and 
no work.

wILL 
your mother 

and I and 
your brothers 
actuaLLy come 
and bow to the 
ground before 

you?

LISTEN TO THIS DREAM. WE WERE TYING UP BUNDLES OF GRAIN. SUDDENLY 
MY BUNDLE STOOD UP, AND YOUR BUNDLES BOWED LOW BEFORE MINE!

THIS TIME THE SUN, 
MOON, AND 11 STARS 

BOWED LOW BEFORE ME!

THOUGH JOSEPH’S BROTHERS 
DISMISSED HIM OUT OF 

JEALOUSY, JACOB WONDERED 
WHAT THE DREAMS MEANT.



91GENESIS 37:12-27

Your 
brothers are 

pasturIng the shEEp 
at Shechem. Go and 
sEE how they are 
geTTIng along.

 here 
comes the 
dreamer!

The 
multIcolored 

peacock In 
person.

come on, let’s 
kILL hIm. we can 

teLL our father, “a 
wIld anImal has 

eaten hIm.”

let’s not 
kILL hIm. Let’s 
Just throw 

hIm Into thIs 
cIstern.

Let’s seLL 
hIm to the 

IshmaelItes 
Instead!

What 
wILL we gaIn 

by kILLIng our 
brother? we’d have 

to cover up the 
crIme.

REUBEN WAS 
SECRETLY 

PLANNING TO 
RESCUE JOSEPH 
AND RETURN HIM 
TO HIS FATHER.
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