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The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need. He lets me rest in
green meadows; he leads me beside peaceful streams. He renews
my strength. He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to his
name. Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be
afraid, for you are close beside me. Your rod and your staff protect
and comfort me. You prepare a feast for me in the presence of my
enemies. You honor me by anointing my head with oil. My cup
overflows with blessings. Surely your goodness and unfailing love
will pursue me all the days of my life, and I will live in the house
of the Lord forever.

NIV

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in
green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my
soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake. Even
though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you
are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare
a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my
head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely your goodness and love will
follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the
Lord forever.

KJV

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie
down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He
restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for
his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod
and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in
the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my
cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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You honor me by anointing my
head with oil.
My cup overflows with blessings.
Surely your goodness and unfailing
love will pursue me
all the days of my life,
and I will live in the house of
the Lord
forever.
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E XPLORE & APPLY
T HE SHEPHERD K NOWS and loves

each and every one of his sheep.
Like the psalm writer David, we can
trust him to lead us in the right way.
If the way is not clear, we can pray
to God and ask him to guide us. He
will provide for his little lambs, no
matter what we may need. As we
learn to trust him more, our faith will
grow deeper and wider so that even
in “the darkest valley” (Psalm 23:4)
we will not be afraid.

A psalm of David.

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything
in it.
The world and all its people belong
to him.
For he laid the earth’s foundation on
the seas
and built it on the ocean depths.

Who may climb the mountain of
the Lord?
Who may stand in his holy place?
Only those whose hands and hearts
are pure,
who do not worship idols
and never tell lies.
They will receive the Lord’s blessing
and have a right relationship with
God their savior.
Such people may seek you
and worship in your presence,
O God of Jacob.*
Interlude
Open up, ancient gates!
Open up, ancient doors,
and let the King of glory enter.
Who is the King of glory?
The Lord, strong and mighty;
the Lord, invincible in battle.
Open up, ancient gates!
Open up, ancient doors,
and let the King of glory enter.
Who is the King of glory?
The Lord of Heaven’s Armies—
he is the King of glory.
Interlude

25*

PR AY
D E A R H E A V E N LY F AT H E R : Like
a Shepherd, lead me along the right
path for my life. Teach me to trust
you more each day and to obey you
in every way. Amen.
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A psalm of David.
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O Lord, I give my life to you.
I trust in you, my God!
Do not let me be disgraced,
or let my enemies rejoice in
my defeat.
No one who trusts in you will ever
be disgraced,
but disgrace comes to those who
try to deceive others.

PSALM 25
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Show me the right path, O Lord;
point out the road for me to follow.
Lead me by your truth and teach me,
for you are the God who saves me.
All day long I put my hope in you.
Remember, O Lord, your compassion
and unfailing love,
which you have shown from long
ages past.
Do not remember the rebellious sins
of my youth.
Remember me in the light of your
unfailing love,
for you are merciful, O Lord.
The Lord is good and does what
is right;
he shows the proper path to those
who go astray.
He leads the humble in doing right,
teaching them his way.

24:6 As in two Hebrew manuscripts and Greek and Syriac versions; most Hebrew manuscripts read O Jacob.
is a Hebrew acrostic poem; each verse begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
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