Wi1ll you
read me
a story?

Start by reading
LUKE 10:25-37

together as a family.
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Good Night Tales

contains twenty
beautifully-llustrated stories
that your family will treasure.
Fach story parallels
a Bible passage.
There are discussion prompts

for rich family discipleship
in the back of the book.

The Good Mouse,

on the pages to follow,
1s one of three stories

in which readers get to
use their own words.
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FO- THE READER

Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
MATTHEW 18:3, NIV

The imagination of a child is a thing of wonder, isn’t it?
Children see the world in living color. Rain is music. Fingers are
paintbrushes. Meals are a palette. Every wall is a canvas.

Above all, children have an incredible mind for story. They see
a world brimming with possibility. Any given moment of their day
could be prefaced with “Once upon a time . . .”

We never quite lose that connection with story as we grow
older. No matter our age, stories can be transformative, a way of
expanding our imaginative borders, driving us to explore and reach
for heights unseen.

You hold in your hands twelve stories that point to the Grand
Story—God’s redemptive story, the truest and greatest of stories.
Its wonders fill oceans. These stories will capture your imagination,

but they’re not meant to leave you there. As you read stories of trolls

10

and treasures, crickets and songs, I hope you'll see the Grand Story
running under them and stretching beyond them.

At the beginning of each story is the reference to Scripture that
sparked my imagination, and at the end of this book are some
questions to help you draw your children into conversations about
the character of God and the reality of his grace. As you read these
stories and questions together, I encourage you to listen to your
children’s answers rather than offering your own. See how their
understanding grows each time you return to the story.

We all have been given an incredible ministry and opportunity
to point the precious children in our lives to the one who made them
and loves them. And story—the richness of imagination—can be a
way to lead them there.

I pray that you connect deeply with the children in your life
through these pages. But above all, I pray that they are drawn to the
glorious King who is calling their names as you seek him together.

L
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The Good Mouse
READ LUKE 10:25-87 TOGETHER

I. The mouse 1n this story helped the owl even though the mouse had to go
out mto the cold to do 1t (and owls are scary to mice!). Sometimes loving
other people 1s hard. Who 1s someone you have a hard time loving? Why?

2. The neighbor n Jesus’ story was the man who showed mercy. Mercy means
choosing to help other people even when they might be hard to love. How
can you be a neighbor to the person who you have a hard time loving?

3. Name three ways you and your family can show mercy to others who need
help. Be brave and actually do these things together!

Would you like more Good Night 1ales? You can buy the book at your
favorite store or at NavPress.com.
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